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Introduction 

Defining the nature of Jewish—Non Jewish partnerships, especially when in the form of 

shareholders in public companies, is very relevant in הלכה and impacts the laws of ribbis, 

chametz on Pesach, Melocha on Shabbos, and benefiting from איסורי הנאה. 

Rav Shlomo Gantzfried (the Kitzur Shulchan Aruch) was the first (1864) to render a halachic 

decision to prohibit loans by banks that were partially owned by Jews (to other Jews) due to 

ribbis. He added a footnote (הגהות לחם הפנים)  to serve as a rebuttal to some of the issues 

that his contemporaries had with his psak. 

The Shoel Umeishiv (Rav Yosef Shaul Nathanson) and the Shu”t Maharit present two of many 

arguments to permit such loans due to the fact that it was brokered by a different party other 

then the Jewish share holders. 

Rav Moshe Feinstein and Rav Yosef Shalom Elyashiv suggest that today’s banks which are cor-

porations and are not a standard partnership do not pose a problem unless the Jewish share 

holders own a significant share in the company. However, Dayan Yitzchak Yaakov Weiss in 

Shu”t Minchas Yitzchak was stringent, and considers shareholders to be regular partners. 

Terms 

 savings bank–שפארקאסע

 limited ownership due to the nature of corporations–בעלות מוגבלת

 shares–שערס, מניות

 companies–קאמפאניעס

 



 ת שואל ומשיב“שו

 טעמים להתיר[‘ ע וכתב ב“]תמה על הקשו

 מיעוט בעלים ישראל[‘ ]הראשון לאסר שותפות בבאנק היכא שיש אפ
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 ט“ת מהרי“שו

י “כיון שנעשה ההלואה ע-]עוד סברא להתיר

 י הבעלים[“פקידי הבאנק ולא ע



ת אגרות משה“שו  

 הרב יוסף שלום אלישיבלקובץ תשובות 



 ת מנחת יצחק“שו
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  ת דברי דודים“שו

 ]ביטול על החלק של ישראל בהשותפות[






